
EAST HEMPFIELD TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS MINUTES

DATE AND TIME: September 3, 2014       4:30 p.m.

ATTENDANCE: Board Members: John D. Bingham
Douglas W. Brubaker
G. Edward LeFevre
Brett R. Miller
H. Scott Russell

Manager: Robert S. Krimmel
Assistant Manager: Cindy A. Schweitzer
Dir. of Planning & Development: Andrew B. Stern
Chief of Police: Stephen A. Skiles
Director of Finance: Joseph A. Robinson

ABSENT: Perry T. Madonna

The meeting  was   called to order at  4:30  p.m. by  Mr.  Miller , followed by  a moment of silence and 
the Pledge of Allegiance.

WWII Memorial Bus Trip :      Officer Terri Urey announced the upcoming Veterans Memorial 
Bus Trip scheduled for Wednesday, October 8, 2014.  The bus will be departing from Oak Leaf 
Manor at 7:00 a.m. and will return from Washington D.C. at 8:30 p.m .   Officer Urey explained 
that she will be volunteering as a guardian.   Anyone interested in becoming a sponsor or 
guardian should contact Oak Leaf Manor for additional information.

Public Hearing:
Outin Farm rezoning (14-11-RZ), 206 Rohrerstown Road
Mr. Miller  announced  the petition  for amendment of the East Hempfield Township   Zoning   
Ordinance  by 20 6 Rohrerstown Road  LP .   The  hearing was   opened for   presentations,  comments 
and   questions at 4:45 p.m.   A court stenographer was present and her transcript will be the 
official record of the hearing. 

 Mark Stanley Esq.   McNees Wallace & Nurick LLC ; Mike O’Brien of Oak Tree 
Development/206 R ohrerstown Rd., LP  and Mark Hackenburg of RGS Associates were 
present representin g the applicants, 206 Rohrerstown Road, LP and 206 Rohrerstown 
Road GP, LLC.

o Mr. Stanley stated that the applicants of the property, “Outin Farm” are requesting 
the change of classification from Agriculture Holding Zone (AH) to Enterprise 
Zone (E) and Regional Commerce Center Zone (RCC).

o Mr. O’Brien spoke about the current opportunities for development of 
commercial and industrial sites and how this development would complement the 
Lime Spring development.    He explained that the principals  for Outin Farm and 
Lime Spring are one and the same.
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o Mr. Hackenburg spoke about the land uses and traffic issues.  He pointed out the 
opportunity to extend Embassy Drive.

o Mr. Miller expressed a concern regarding residential properties abutting the 
Enterprise Zone .  Mr. Stern reviewed the setback protections in the new 
ordinance. 

Comments and Questions from Visitors:
o Mr.   Harvey   Fenstermacher  came forward regarding  increased  stormwater  and the 

potential impact on Stauffer ’ s of Kissel Hill .    Mr.  Stanley  noted that the  developer 
has met with Stobro regarding their potential concerns.

o Valerie   Shapella  expressed concern about increased traffic and storm   water issues 
on Marietta Pike and Rohrerstown Road.

o William   Horne  stated his main concern s  are  stormwater and traffic congestion.   
He also questioned  property  postings and  public notifications.  Mr.   Miller 
informed him that everything is publicized in the newspaper and posted on the 
property in accordance with the law.    

o Linda     Trees   c ommented about existing traffic  c ongestion at Old Tree and 
Centerville Road and water   running down the swale behind her   house.  She was   
very concerned about what new construction will bring.

o Mr. Miller   clarified that tonight’s   public hearing  pertains to  a zoning   change and 
that   issues related to the handling of traffic and stormwater will be reviewed 
during the land development process should the rezoning be approved. 

There being no further questions, comments or discussion,   Mr. Miller  closed the  Public   Hearing 
for  the   Outin Farm rezoning (14-11-RZ), 206 Rohrerstown Road .     Action on the rezoning 
petition will be addressed as an item on the agenda later in tonight’s meeting.

Public Comment:
William   Horne  reported  the traffic at Lowes at  the Old Rohrerstown Road  and Columbia Avenue 
intersection  is very congested and asked if the  traffic signals  could be looked at.  This matter will 
be relayed to the Traffic Commission to add to their meeting agenda on September 17, 2014.

Valerie   Shapella  asked for procedures for residents to request placement of stop signs . Mr. Miller 
told her the Board will refer this matter to  the  Traffic Commission to add to their meeting 
agenda.

Subdivision/Land Development:
Outin    Farm     rezoning    (206    Rohrerstown    Road)  – Mr. Stern reported that  there was a 
typographical error on the Ordinance (change to the acreage) and that  Solicitor Kraybill  
confirmed the error  was not significant enough  to cause any delay or  readvertising.   Mr. Russell  
asked if there was an anticipated time for build out of this project and was told it would be 



East Hempfield Board of Supervisors September 3, 2014

Page 3 of 5

fifteen to twenty years.  There was discussion regarding how this project would mesh with other 
projects, all of which have been considered in the  regional  traffic study.  Mr. Miller  voiced 
co ncern about having the Enterpris e Zone next to residential homes .  He  asked the Board  to  
weigh  the quality and reputation of the developer,  the  concern  expressed by  residents, potential 
benefits, potential dangers and protection for residents adjacent to this parcel.     After weighing 
advantages and disadvantages,  motion was made by Mr. Bingham and  seconded by Mr. Russell  
to approve Ordinance #2014-09 rezoning  the  Outin Farm (206 Rohrerstown Road) tract of land 
from A gricultural Holding Zone (AH)  to Enterprise Zone  (E)  and  Regional Commerce  Center  
Zone (RCC).  The motion passed (5-0).

Escrow Reduction – Motion was made by Mr. Bingham, seconded by Mr. LeFevre and carried (5
-0) to approve the following escrow reduction as noted:

 LGH Cancer Center (10-21-SW) – reduction of $2,100,445.99 leaving a balance of 
$9,400.21.

Hempfield   Township   Noise   Ordinance    amendment   –   Mr. Krimmel explained the changes  
which dealt with the tim ing of a request and allowing the Township Manager to grant exemption 
for certain construction activities .   Motion  was made  by Mr. Russell seconded by Mr. Brubaker 
and carried (5-0) to adopt Ordinance #2014-10.

Foreign    Fire    Relief    funding    allocation  – Mr. Krimmel  discussed  the August 26, 2014 
c ommunication from Dusty Dommel,  Fire Chief ,  Rohrerstown Volunteer Fire Company .  Chief 
Dommel is requesting that the Rohrerstown Fire Company receive the Relief Funds that were 
previously assigned to  the  Blue Rock Fire Company .    Blue Rock  now has no primary response 
area within East Hempfield Township and the Rohrerstown Fire Company has taken over the 
Wheatland Hills section of East Hempfield Township. It was agreed that this was a fair request. 
Motion  to authorize staff to re-allocate  the  funds previously assigned to  Blue Rock Fire 
Company   to the Rohrerstown Fire Company  was made by Mr. Bingham  and  seconded by Mr. 
Russell.  The motion passed (5-0).

Minimum   Municipal   Obligation   for   2015  -  Mr. Krimmel referenced his August 28, 2014  
memo regarding the 2015 MMO calculations for the East Hempfield Pension Plans.  Mr. Joe 
Robinson was present to answer any questions raised by the Board.  Mr. Russell noted the 
calculations were discussed during the Financial Committee meeting.  Motion to approve the 
calculations as submitted was made by Mr. Russell and seconded by Mr. Bingham.  The motion 
passed (5-0).

Minutes    -       August   20,    2014      - Motion  was  made by  Mr. LeFevre  and  seconded by  Mr. Russell  
to approve the Aug ust 20 , 2014 minutes as corrected.  The motion  passed  (4 -0 -1). Mr. Bingham 
abstained due to being absent from the August 20, 2014 meeting.

Invoices  –  M otion was made  by  Mr. B ingham , seconded by  Mr.  Brubaker  and unanimously 
carried (5-0) to approve payment of the August 23 – September 5, 2014 invoices as presented.
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Old Business:  
Zoning   Hearing   Board   Alternate    Selection   Process  –  Mr. Miller and Mr. Krimmel both reported 
having positive conversations with Mr. Herr , Chairman of the Zoning Hearing Board .  Motion 
was made by Mr. Bingham and seconded by Mr. Brubaker to authorize  the establishment of the 
position of and the procedure for selection of a Zoning Hearing Board alternate .  The motion 
passed (5-0).  Mr. Bingham and Mr. Brubaker volunteered to assist Mr. Krimmel and the Zoning 
Hearing Board with conducting interviews.

New Business:
FEMA   Maps  – Mr. Stern reviewed the  public notice  process.  He noted that FEMA requires use 
of the draft maps until and unless they have been proven incorrect.

Conditional   Use   Hearings  – Discussion was held regarding whether or not to continue the 
practice of Conditional Use Hearings coming before the Planning Commission.  Mr. Stern 
reported he spoke with Attorney Kraybill  who said  it  was not required and  i n most 
municipalities, Conditional Use Hearings do not go to the Planning Commission.  He further 
stated the Board should be making the decision as to whether or not to continue the current 
practice.  Mr. Stern requested the Board’s opinion so he could take that back to the Planning 
Commission.  It was felt that this is an extra step that provides the Township with extra 
protection.  The Planning Commission takes no formal action.  They review and then the matter 
comes to the Board of Supervisors and this is something to be weighed as a positive.

Burning   Ordinance  -   Mr. Miller distributed copies of initial suggestions and possible language 
to be considered by the Board regarding how to reasonably regulate open burning.  These 
suggestions will be further discussed at a later time.  Mr. Russell commented that the matter is 
more  what  is burned rather than  how  it is burned and recommended increasing fines.  Mr. 
Bingham suggested that anything that can be picked up by trash or recycling at curbside should 
not be burned.  This matter will be placed on the agenda for the next meeting.

Manager’s Report:

1. Mr. Krimmel,  Mr. Brubaker, Mr. Russell  and  Ms. Schweitzer met with the  Manheim 
Twp. Commissioners and M anager to discuss the formulation of a COG between the two 
townships and possibly a few others. The structure of the new organization would be 
simple and straightforward, no fees to support staff, and act only as a conduit to share 
ideas on how to meet challenges. The Manheim  Township  solicitor will be drafting an 
intergovernmental agreement for the board to review in the next two weeks.

2. The board’s negotiating team met with the police office rs bargaining group on August 25, 
  2014  an d exchanged offers and ideas. Mr. Krimmel requested an executive session 
immediately following tonight’s Board of Supervisors meeting to  discuss position s  and 
offers.

3. S taff has put together financial numbers to purchase the dump truck  as authorized   at the 
August 6, 2014  meeting. The cost of the truck fully equipped, is $144,000, including the 
trade-in value of $8,500.00.  The  cost to finance the truck over 5 years is $154,2 19.40 or 
$30,843.99 per year. There would be no prepayment penalty.  Mr. Krimmel  re quested 
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that the board consider financing the truck and using the  surplus funds to meet unknown 
costs in 2015 such as Centerville Road reconstruction, the new police contract and the 
pension MMO.   Mr.  Robinson   indicated the  interest rate for  financing is very  
competitive.

4. Route 283 Slip Ra mp  at Spooky Nook Road :   Mr. Stern  has been in contact with Penn 
Dot and the engineer for the applicant to determine what work has been completed, any 
new submissions to Penn Dot and a projected time table for the HOP to be approved. It 
appears the applicant has been making responses to Penn Dot and the approval process at 
Penn D ot will not be quick. Hopefully,  the work can begin  next  spring  after approval is 
received.

5. Mr. Krimmel  spoke to t he foreman on the Lime Springs p roject and asked when BR 
Kreider would anticipate working on the Mayer Ave. connection. His thoughts would be 
November or D ecember to start the roadway .  U tilities would be constructed before that 
using th e  right of way.   Mr. Krimmel has asked Mr. Madonna to re-do the traffic counts 
and he will follow up on this.  This matter will be added to the agenda for the next Board 
of Supervisors meeting.

Adjournment:

By unanimous consent of the Board ,   at 6:55 p.m.  Mr.  Miller  adjourned  the  meeting  to Executive 
Session to discuss the township negotiating team’ s August 25, 2014 meeting  with the p olice 
officers bargaining group  and declared that t he Board of Supervisors meeting would not be 
reconvened.

Respectfully submitted,

 _______________________________
Robert S. Krimmel, Manager


